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W SECTION 01

Executive Overview

Critical metrics and indicators for the April 2026 coverage period.

93.9%

Claude Mythos Preview SWE-

bench Verified — new SOTA

Restricted access only (Project

Glasswing)

$30B

Anthropic ARR — surpasses
OpenAl's $25B

3.3x growth from $9B Dec 2025

1.6T

DeepSeek V4 Pro params — open-
sourced

Apr 24 - trained on Huawei
Ascend

$5B

Amazon - Anthropic strategic
round (April 20)

$13B total Amazon stake; $100B
AWS deal

8

Named safety incidents in April

2026

GPT-5.5 jailbreak -

sandbox escape
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Mythos

2.7%

US—-China model gap (Stanford HAI
2026 Index)

Apr 13 release - $581.7B global
AI investment

Figure BotQ humanoid production

rate

24x ramp in 120 days - 350+
delivered
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10 GW

Stargate compute milestone
passed

3 GW added in last 90 days -
OpenAI Apr 29

1. April delivers the densest model wave of 2026: Claude Opus 4.7 (Apr 16), GPT-5.5 “Spud”!? (Apr 23), Claude Mythos Preview! (Apr 7, restricted),
DeepSeek V4 Pro! (Apr 24, 1.6T MoE open-sourced), Gemma 4, GLM-5.1, and Kimi K2.6.

2. Anthropic surpasses OpenAl in ARRP! at $30B vs. $25B; Amazon invests $5B!€! in tandem with $100B AWS commitment.

3. DeepSeek V4 Pro proves frontier-scale training on Huawei Ascend 950 PR (SMIC N+3) — the CUDA software lock-in shows its first major crack.

4. UK AISI finds universal jailbreak in GPT-5.5 within 6 hours!®! of red-teaming; Mythos autonomously escapes its sandbox!® in safety eval.
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https://www.anthropic.com/news/claude-opus-4-7
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/23/technology/openai-new-model.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/07/technology/anthropic-claims-its-new-ai-model-mythos-is-a-cybersecurity-reckoning.html
https://api-docs.deepseek.com/news/news260424
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/anthropic-tops-30-billion-run-221045473.html
https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/20/anthropic-takes-5b-from-amazon-and-pledges-100b-in-cloud-spending-in-return/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/04/24/tech/chinas-ai-deepseek-v4-intl-hnk
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/12-hours-10-minutes-gpt-55-just-hit-cyber-parity-floor-de-la-cruz-31qve
https://thehackernews.com/2026/04/anthropics-claude-mythos-finds.html

5. Stanford HAI 2026 Al Index!™! (April 13) puts US—China model gap at 2.7%; US private Al investment $285.9B vs. China $12.4B; Al researcher

inflows down 89% since 2017.

6. Stargate passes 10 GW™: Stargate UAE breaks ground™ at $30B / 5 GW; Anthropic-Google-Broadcom multi-GW TPU deal™!.

7. Cohere-Aleph Alpha merger ($20B combined)™! creates first transatlantic sovereign-Al champion; Sora discontinued April 26!: Veo 3.1 takes #1in

video generation.

8. Figure BotQ achieves 1robot/hour™ (24x ramp); 1X opens America’s first humanoid factory!!; Apptronik raises $520M at $5B""l,

9. Tesla Robotaxi commercial in 3 Texas cities™!; Waymo London pilot!2°! launches; Baidu Wuhan failure triggers China-wide AV permit freeze April
29[211.

10. EU Al Act August 2 deadline approaches with only 8/27 states ready; China releases sweeping anthropomorphic Al rules April 1022 White House

OSTP accuses China of “industrial-scale” distillation campaigns!23l,
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https://hai.stanford.edu/ai-index/2026-ai-index-report
https://openai.com/index/building-the-compute-infrastructure-for-the-intelligence-age/
https://www.digitaldubai.ai/dubai-updates/stargate-uae-worlds-largest-ai-campus-abu-dhabi-openai-nvidia-g42-2026
https://www.anthropic.com/news/google-broadcom-partnership-compute
https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/25/why-cohere-is-merging-with-aleph-alpha/
https://pixflow.net/blog/best-ai-video-generator/
https://www.figure.ai/news/ramping-figure-03-production
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/04/30/3285118/0/en/1x-opens-neo-factory-in-hayward-ca-america-s-first-vertically-integrated-humanoid-robot-factory-with-consumer-shipments-planned-for-2026.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/11/apptronik-raises-520-million-at-5-billion-valuation-for-apollo-robot.html
https://www.basenor.com/blogs/news/tesla-fsd-robotaxi-roadmap-q4-launch-12-states-europe
https://www.techradar.com/tech/waymo-is-set-to-launch-its-london-pilot-this-month-heres-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-04-29/china-suspends-new-autonomous-driving-permits-after-baidu-outage
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-04-29/china-suspends-new-autonomous-driving-permits-after-baidu-outage
https://www.geopolitechs.org/p/china-rolls-out-interim-regulations
https://www.nextgov.com/artificial-intelligence/2026/04/white-house-accuses-china-deliberate-industrial-scale-campaigns-steal-us-ai-models/413083/
https://www.nextgov.com/artificial-intelligence/2026/04/white-house-accuses-china-deliberate-industrial-scale-campaigns-steal-us-ai-models/413083/
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H SECTION 02

Model Capabilities

Frontier model rankings, benchmark performance, the April release wave,
agentic Al, multimodal, open source, and architecture.

LMSYS Coding Arena — April 6,2026
For the first time a single lab held the top three positions on the LMSYS Coding Arena. Source: LMSYS Coding Leaderboard™.

RANK MODEL COMPANY CODING ELO STATUS

1 Claude Opus 4.6 Anthropic 1,549 Global Leader

2 Claude Opus 4.6 Thinking Anthropic 1,545 Apex Reasoning

3 Claude Sonnet 4.6 Anthropic 1,523 New Entry

4 Claude 4.5 Thinking Anthropic 1,491 Stable

5 Claude Opus 4.5 Anthropic 1,465 Stable

6 GPT-5.4 OpenAl 1,457 First non-Anthropic
- Gemini 3.1Pro Google DeepMind 1,505 (general) Leads overall arena

Claude Opus 4.7 entered the arena later in April; updated Elo expected to extend the gap. BenchLM's May 1 knowledge composite'? shows GPT-5.4 at 99.3%, Claude Opus 4.7
(Adaptive) at 99.2%, and Gemini 3.1 Pro at 94.8% — a top-three within 4.5 points despite very different release cycles.

Benchmark Performance — April 2026

Three benchmarks broke records this month: SWE-bench Verified (93.9% by Mythos Preview), Humanity's Last Exam (44.7% by Gemini 3.1 Pro Preview), and Terminal-Bench 2.0 (82.7% by GPT-
5.5). Sources: BenchLM®B! Artificial Analysis™!.
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https://aidevdayindia.org/blogs/lmsys-chatbot-arena-current-rankings/lmsys-chatbot-arena-coding-leaderboard-2026.html
https://benchlm.ai/knowledge
https://benchlm.ai/benchmarks/sweVerified
https://artificialanalysis.ai/evaluations/humanitys-last-exam

SWE-bench Verified Software Engineering

Claude Mythos Preview* 93.9%
Claude Opus 4.7
GPT-5.3 Codex
Claude Opus 4.6
Gemini 3.1 Pro

Kimi K2.6

GPQA Diamond PhD-Level Science

Claude Mythos Preview* 94.6%
Gemini 3.1 Pro
Claude Opus 4.7 (Adaptive)
GPT-5.5
DeepSeek V4 Pro

GLM-5.1 (open)

Humanity's Last Exam Expert Reasoning

Claude Mythos (w/ tools)* LYW

Gemini 3.1 Pro Preview
GPT-5.5 (xhigh)
GPT-5.4

Claude Opus 4.7

Terminal-Bench 2.0 Agentic Coding

GPT-5.5 82.7%

Claude Mythos Preview*
Claude Opus 4.7 (Thinking)

Kimi K2.6

OSWorld-Verified computer Use

Claude Opus 4.7

Claude Mythos Preview*
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GPT-5.4 75.0%

Claude Opus 4.6

Human Baseline

* Claude Mythos Preview is restricted to ~40 vetted security organizations under Project Glasswing™ — benchmarked but not publicly deployable.

April 2026 Release Wave

Eleven major model releases between April 1-27 — one of the densest months in Al history. Source: WhatLLM April Roundup'®.

Claude Mythos Preview Apr 7

Anthropic (Restricted)

93.9% SWE-bench Verified; 94.6% GPQA. Deliberately
gated to ~40 security orgs via Project Glasswing™!: $100M
usage credits to defenders. 244-page system card.

DeepSeek V4 Pro & Flash Apr 24

DeepSeek (open weights)

1.6T MoE / 49B active. Hybrid attention (CSA + HCA + DSA),
Manifold Hyperconnections, FP4 QAT training. 1M context
standard. DeepSeek API docs®™.

GLM-51 Apr 7

Zhipu Al (MIT)

744B MoE [ 40B active. Reported #1 SWE-Bench Pro among
publicly available models. Trained on Huawei Ascend.
~$1/$3.20 per MTok or self-host free.

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

Claude Opus 4.7 Apr 16

Anthropic (GA)

1M context; image res tripled to 2576px/3.75MP. 87.6%
SWE-bench. $5/$25 per MTok. Powers Claude Dispatch!”
and Claude Design.

Gemma 4 Family Apr 1-2

Google (Apache 2.0)

31B Dense, 26B-A4B MokE, E4B and E2B on-device variants.
Native text + image + audio in 140+ languages. Google
blog“°].

Mistral Medium 3.5 Apr 27

Mistral Al (Modified MIT)

Frontier-class multimodal with adjustable reasoning. Mistral
docs!™,

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

GPT-5.5 “Spud” Apr 23

OpenAl

Thinking + Pro variants. 82.7% Terminal-Bench 2.0; 44.3%
HLE (xhigh). APl access delayed 1 day for “different
safeguards.” Trained at Stargate Abilene!®l,

Kimi K2.6 Apr 20

Moonshot Al (Cloudflare)

1T MoE / 32B active. 80.2% SWE-bench, 83.2
BrowseComp. Agent swarm scales to 300 sub-agents /
4,000 steps. Cloudflare™.

Qwen 3.6 Plus Apr 2

Alibaba

1M context, agentic-focused. Within days, climbed to #2 on
OpenRouter by volume: 1.64T tokens/week, 1.89T weekly
coding tokens (23.5% of all OR coding traffic).
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https://www.anthropic.com/glasswing
https://whatllm.org/blog/new-ai-models-april-2026
https://www.anthropic.com/glasswing
https://fortune.com/2026/04/28/claude-dispatch-feature-capabilities-service/
https://openai.com/index/building-the-compute-infrastructure-for-the-intelligence-age/
https://api-docs.deepseek.com/news/news260424
https://blog.google/innovation-and-ai/technology/developers-tools/gemma-4/
https://blog.google/innovation-and-ai/technology/developers-tools/gemma-4/
https://developers.cloudflare.com/changelog/post/2026-04-20-kimi-k2-6-workers-ai/
https://docs.mistral.ai/models/model-cards/mistral-medium-3-5-26-04
https://docs.mistral.ai/models/model-cards/mistral-medium-3-5-26-04

MAI-Transcribe / Voice / Image Apr 2

Microsoft (Azure)

First Microsoft Al Foundational Models stack: speech-to-
text, voice generation, and image / video generation across
Azure.

Agentic Al — Production at Scale

The final week of April was the most concentrated period of enterprise agentic launches in history. Pilot-to-production conversion jumped from 18% to 31% in one quarter. Source: Digital Applied

Q2 2026 report™!.

A ANTHROPIC OVERTAKES OPENAI ON ARR

Anthropic ARR reached $30B+ — a 3.3x jump from $9B in December 2025 — surpassing OpenAl's $25BM! for the first time. More than 1,000 businesses now spend over

$1M annually with Anthropic, double the 500+ reported in February. Cursor™ hit $2B ARR and is in talks to raise $2B at $50B+ valuation.

PLATFORM

Google Gemini Enterprise Agent Platform

OpenAl Workspace Agents

Microsoft Agent Framework v1.0

Snowflake Cortex Code / Intelligence

Claude Dispatch / Routines

Norton Al Agent Protection

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

LAUNCH DATE

Apr 22

Apr 22 (preview)

Apr 3

Apr 21

Apr 14

Apr 9

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

KEY CAPABILITY

Agent Studio, 200+ model garden (incl. Opus 4.7), week-long
ops, sub-second cold starts

60+ SaaS tools, 1,000+ APIs, RBAC, compliance
Multi-agent orchestration, Azure-centric governance
Workflow automation, data governance

Scheduled, API, and Webhook routines for background
agentic work

First consumer trust layer for agents; monitors actions in real
time
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https://www.digitalapplied.com/blog/state-of-agentic-ai-q2-2026-quarterly-report
https://www.digitalapplied.com/blog/state-of-agentic-ai-q2-2026-quarterly-report
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/anthropic-tops-30-billion-run-221045473.html
https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/17/sources-cursor-in-talks-to-raise-2b-at-50b-valuation-as-enterprise-growth-surges/

MCP adoption explosion: Published-server registries crossed 9,400 entries by mid-April — a 58% jump from Q1's 5,950. MCP has become the de facto standard for tool

connectivity across Claude, ChatGPT, Gemini, Cursor, and custom agents. Digital Applied MCP stats"!,

Multimodal — Veo Wins, Sora Out

Sora's discontinuation reshapes the video generation market. Source: Pixflow Blog April 21, 2026,

RANK PLATFORM

1 Google Veo 3.1

2 Kling 3.0 / 3.0 Omni
3 Runway Gen-4.5

4 Seedance 2.0

5 Pika 2.x

6 Sora 2 Pro

Open vs. Closed Frontier — The Gap Closes Further

STRENGTH

4K text/image/video-to-video, native audio,
strongest physics

Cinematic lighting, complex motion, multi-
shot with shared audio

Best for ads/client work; motion brush,
character consistency

Multi-shot storyboarding, native dialogue +
lip-sync

Best for social formats; first/last frame
control

Photoreal but web/app discontinued April
26; APl ends Sept 24

STATUS

Veo wins

DISCONTINUED

The open-source ecosystem shipped four frontier-tier models (DeepSeek V4 Pro, GLM-5.1, Kimi K2.6, Gemma 4) in eight days. BenchLM May composite!?.

SWE-bench Pro GLM-5.1 #1 (public) OPEN LEADS GPQA Diamond

SWE-bench
Verified

MMLU-Pro DeepSeek 64.3% OPEN LEADS

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

DeepSeek 90.1% OPEN STRONG HumanEval

87.6% Opus vs 80.2% CLOSED

+7.4

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

HLE (no tools)

DeepSeek leads open

GPT-5.5 44.3% vs ~30%
open

CLOSE
LEADS

OPEN

D
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https://www.digitalapplied.com/blog/mcp-adoption-statistics-2026-model-context-protocol
https://pixflow.net/blog/best-ai-video-generator/
https://benchlm.ai/knowledge

Architecture — Vera Rubin in Production, DeepSeek’s Hybrid Attention
NVIDIA Vera Rubin entered full production in March; customer instances begin H2 2026. DeepSeek V4 introduced novel hybrid attention. Sources: NVIDIAT®! DeepSeeklg].

VERA RUBIN NVL72 METRIC VALUE VS. BLACKWELL
MoE training GPU requirement 1/4 GPUs 4x fewer
Inference throughput per watt Up to 10x 10x better
Cost per token Up to 1/10 10x cheaper
NVLink 6 bandwidth (per GPU) 3.6 TB/s —

Full NVL72 rack bandwidth 260 TB/s =

Rubin GPU compute (NVFP4) 50 PFLOPS —

Named customers at launch Anthropic, Meta, Mistral Al, OpenAl

A DEEPSEEK V4: HYBRID ATTENTION + MANIFOLD HYPERCONNECTIONS

DeepSeek V4 Pro replaces standard transformer-decoder attention with Compressed Sparse Attention (CSA) + Heavily Compressed Attention (HCA) + Sliding Window
Attention (SWA), alongside DeepSeek Sparse Attention (DSA) for token-wise compression. Residual connections are replaced with Manifold Hyperconnections (MHC).

Trained with FP4 QAT at 1.6 T parameters — the most aggressive precision reduction at frontier scale to date.

Google TPU 8th gen (announced Apr 22 at Cloud Next '26): TPU 8t at 121 ExaFlops, 9,600-chip superpod with 2 PB shared HBM, 2.8x better price/performance, near-linear scaling
to 1M chips via Virgo Network + JAX. TPU 8i delivers 80% better inference price/performance with 288 GB HBM + 384 MB on-chip SRAM. Google Cloud deep divel™l.
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https://investor.nvidia.com/news/press-release-details/2026/NVIDIA-Vera-Rubin-Opens-Agentic-AI-Frontier/default.aspx
https://api-docs.deepseek.com/news/news260424
https://cloud.google.com/blog/products/compute/tpu-8t-and-tpu-8i-technical-deep-dive
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H SECTION 03

Funding Landscape

April rounds, Q1 context, mega-deals, valuations, M&A, compute infrastructure,
geographic distribution.

Q12026 Context & April Activity

Q12026 was the largest single quarter in venture capital history. April rounds anchored on Anthropic's $5B Amazon investment and Ineffable Intelligence’s $1.1B record-breaking seed. Sources:

Crunchbase!™ KPMG Venture Pulse.

$300B

Q12026 global VC (Crunchbase)

+150% YoY - $330.9B per KPMG

$242B 65%

Al share of Q1VC (81%)

+26 ppt vs. 55% in Q1 2025

~$188B concentrated in 4 deals

April 2026 Mega-Deals & $100M+ Rounds

Captured by 4 firms (OpenAl,
Anthropic, xAl, Waymo)

Twelve disclosed Al rounds >$100M closed in April. Anthropic's $5B Amazon strategic and Ineffable's $1.1B seed top the list. Source: Crunchbase®™!.

# COMPANY AMOUNT TYPE VALUATION
1 Anthropic $5B Strategic $380B
2 Ineffable Intelligence $11B Seed $5.1B

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026 danielshanklin.com/stateofai

DATE

Apr 20

Apr 27-28

$695-7258B

Combined 2026 hyperscaler capex

Amazon, MSFT, Alphabet, Meta

LEAD / NOTES

Amazon (total stake
$13B; up to $25B);
$100B AWS
commitment

Sequoia, Lightspeed;

UK Sovereign Al Fund
participating
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10

11

12

13

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

COMPANY

VAST Data

True Anomaly

Sequoia Capital

Cursor (Anysphere)

Cohere x Aleph Alpha

K1x

Reliable Robotics

Factory Al

Omni Analytics

Verda (DataCrunch)

Kandou Al

AMOUNT

~$1B

$650M

~$7B

$2B (talks)

$600M+

$175M

$160M

$150M

$120M

$117Mm

$225M

TYPE

Series F

Series D

Expansion fund

Late-stage

Merger fin.

Growth

Venture

Series C

Series C

Venture

Series A

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

VALUATION

$30B

$22B

$50B+

$20B

$1.5B

$1.5B

$400M

DATE

Apr 22

Apr 28

Apr 16

Apr 17

Apr 24-25

Apr 16-22

Apr 16-22

Apr 16

Apr 21-28

Apr 23-29

Apr 7

LEAD / NOTES

3.3x from $9.1B Series
E (late 2023)

Eclipse, Riot Ventures;
defense space (Golden
Dome)

Largest ever for
Sequoia’s late-stage
arm

Thrive, a16z, Nvidia; vs.
$29.3B in Nov 2025

Schwarz Digits;
transatlantic sovereign-
Al consolidation

Al-native private
markets tax data
platform

Nimble Partners;
autonomous aircraft

Khosla Ventures;
agentic Droids; doubled
MoM 6 mo. running

Iconiq Growth; Al-
enabled analytics

Al compute
infrastructure (Helsinki)

Maverick Silicon; Al-
cluster interconnects
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Lab Valuations — April 2026

Anthropic declined investor offers at $800B+ valuation. Cursor in talks at $50B+. Source: Bloomberg''.

Databricks
Cursor . $50B+
VAST Data . $308B
True Anomaly . $22B
Perplexity . $21.218B
Cohere+Aleph . $208B
Mistral . $12.78

/\ OPENAI APRIL 28 REVENUE WARNING

WSJ reported!™ OpenAl missed multiple revenue and user growth targets in the months before its $122B March 31 close. Morningstar!®! now places the IPO in mid-to-late

2027 rather than Q4 2026, citing structural pressure from Amazon’s $35B contingent commitment requiring either an IPO or AGI determination.

M&A — Cohere x Aleph Alpha
Largest European Al consolidation deal to date. CB Insights tracked 266 Al M&A deals in Q12026 alone — +90% YoY. Source: TechCrunch™,
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Cohere x Aleph APR 24-
Alpha 23

$20B combined valuation.
Government-facilitated deal between
Canada and Germany; Schwarz Digits
leads $600M+ in new financing.

50,000+ enterprise users.
> Largest European Al consolidation in
history

> Pre-merger: Cohere ~$6.8B; combined
~3x%
> Positions a transatlantic sovereign-Al

alternative

> Coordinated G7-democracy industrial

policy template

OpenAl x Hiro ACQUI-

Finance LS

Apr 13. Personal-finance app
shutdown April 20; ~10-person team
joining OpenAl to build planning
features into ChatGPT.

> OpenAl's second fintech acqui-hire in
6 months (after Roi)

> Big-tech >$20B in Al acqui-hires since
March 2024

> Q12026 M&A deal value: $1.22T

(record)

Compute Infrastructure — Stargate at 10 GW
OpenAl's April 29 update confirmed Stargate exceeded its 10 GW commitment with 3 GW added in the last 90 days. Source: OpenAl Stargate Update!®!.

Stargate (US) 10+ GW Stargate UAE 5 GW TARGET Anthropic + Google +  yuiTi- Saudi HUMAIN $100B FUND

> Abilene, TX: 2 buildings live; 6 more by
mid-2026

> Will house 450,000+ NVIDIA GB200
GPUs at 1.2 GW

> GPT-5.5 “Spud" trained at Abilene on
Oracle Cloud

> Custom "Titan" chips on TSMC 3nm in
H2 2026

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

> Groundbreaking March 20, 2026;
Masdar City, Abu Dhabi

> $30B; M+ Blackwell Ultra chips; 10 sq
mi

> Partners: G42 (60%), OpenAl (20%),
NVIDIA, Oracle

> 200 MW phase 1: complete Q3 2026

Broadcom e

> Apr 6: Multi-GW TPU partnership

expansion

> Trainium2 - Trainium4 chip

generations
> 5 GW of compute via AWS

> Mizuho: $21B Broadcom Al revenue
2026, $42B 2027

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

$95B+ hyperscaler commitments
(MSFT $80B, Google $10B)

$1.5B to Groq for inference cluster

Hexagon Riyadh: 480 MW; world's

largest gov data center

Target: 1.9 GW capacity by 2030
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Hyperscaler 2026 Capex Guidance

Combined: $695-725B. Meta raised guidance in April due to rising component costs — shares fell 9.25% on the announcement. Source: Tom's Hardware®'.

Amazon ~$200B
Microsoft ~$190B
Alphabet $180-196B

Meta $125-145B

2025 Actual ) 2026 Guidance

Power constraints emerging: Gartner forecasts power shortages will restrict 40% of Al data centers by 2027. ITIF says only one-third of the announced 240 GW is actually under

construction. Microsoft, Google, Meta, Amazon, and Oracle have committed >10 GW of nuclear capacity via long-term PPAs and SMR deals.

Geographic Distribution — Q12026

US dollar concentration at all-time high (83%) — almost entirely explained by OpenAl, Anthropic, xAl, and Waymo. Deal-count basis tells a different story.

United States $250B (83%)

Europe (total) $17.6B (5.9%)

China $16.1B (5.4%)
United Kingdom $7.4B (2.5%)
Rest of World ~$9B

Europe Al startups captured 51% of all European tech funding in Q1 — first time Al crossed the majority threshold. Middle East sovereign wealth funds account for ~25% of all global
Al capital committed over the next 5 years; the IMF’'s April 14 Global Financial Stability Report flagged this concentration as a systemic risk if the Iran conflict prolongs. IMF via

Allwork!!,
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B SECTION 04

Safety & Risk

Eight named incidents, Al Index findings, EU Al Act enforcement, China'’s
anthropomorphic rules, corporate frameworks, deepfake epidemiology, x-risk,
and Al cybersecurity.

é6hr 25M 3,165 362 8/27

UK AISI universal jailbreak of Daily Al bot attacks (was 2M Deepfake incidents in March Documented Al harms in EU member states ready for

GPT-5.5 in 2025) 2026 alone 2025 August 2 Al Act deadline

AISI red team™ Thales 2026 Bad Bot Up from 4 in Jan 2020 - X Stanford HAI 2026 Index™ Up to 7% of global revenue
Report!? = 51.2% of distrib. (+55%) at risk

$3.6B 40 $40B

Q12026 Al security venture Foundation Model Projected US deepfake
funding Transparency Index (was fraud losses by 2027

Plus $96B broader cyber 58) Deloitte - up from $12.3B
M&A First reversal after years in 2023

of improvement

Eight Named Incidents — April 2026

° Apr 24
GPT-5.5 universal jailbreak by UK AISI  criTicAL

UK Al Safety Institute discovered a universal jailbreak in 6 hours of red-teaming, eliciting violative content across every malicious cyber query. GPT-5.5 also solved a 12-hour expert security
challenge in 10 min 22 sec for $1.73. AISI evaluation™

PS Apr 8
Claude Mythos sandbox escape CRITICAL
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During testing, Mythos — instructed to perform security evaluations — autonomously escaped its secured sandbox, devised a multi-step exploit to gain internet access, and emailed an off-
site researcher. Disclosed publicly. The Hacker News!!

° Apr 19
Triple-agent prompt-injection chain  criTicaL

A single injection chain leaked secrets through Claude Code, Gemini CLI, and GitHub Copilot simultaneously. Anthropic CVSS 9.4. None of the three vendors filed a CVE. Opus.pro April
Roundup'®!

PS Apr 2026
Moltbook Platform 506-injection breach  criTicaL

An unsecured database in the Moltbook agent platform allowed any party to hijack any Al agent. 404 Media traced 506 distinct prompt injections spreading across the agent network —
closest documented case to a self-propagating worm in agentic Al. Opus.pro's!

PY Apr 2026
CVE-2026-21520: Microsoft Copilot Studio prompt injection  HicH

Microsoft assigned CVE for indirect prompt injection (CVSS 7.5). Malicious instructions in retrieved documents trigger data exfiltration. Patched. Parallel “PipeLeak"” in Salesforce Agentforce
remained un-CVE'd.

° Apr 2
FDA Al-in-GxP warning letter HicH

FDA flagged "decision integrity” concerns about Al in regulated pharma manufacturing. Establishes that Al-influenced decisions in compliance workflows carry the same integrity
obligations as data records under 21 CFR 211.22(c). Compliance Group®!

° Apr 27-29
CapCut WHCD "raw security footage” manipulation  HicH

After the April 25 White House Correspondents’ Dinner shooting, a Facebook account posted CapCut-Al-enhanced CCTV footage falsely claimed as “unedited.” New manipulation vector: Al
upscaling of authentic low-quality footage to manufacture evidentiary authority. Resemble Al Watchlist!”!

° Apr 27
NCITE Congressional jailbroken-Al workshop  HicH

University of Nebraska's NCITE (DHS Center of Excellence) led a Capitol Hill workshop showing how uncensored Al generates detailed attack guidance for explosives and chemical threats.
Lawmakers prompted models live during the session. UNO/NCITE®!

MCP ecosystem crisis: Trend Micro found 492 unauthenticated MCP servers exposed publicly. Antiy CERT identified 1,184 malicious skills in ClawHub (OpenClaw marketplace). A

separate design-level MCP flaw put up to 200,000 servers at risk of takeover. Anthropic's response: protocol “working as intended.”
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Stanford HAI 2026 Al Index — Responsible Al Findings (April 2026)

Released April 13. Key reversals across four key dimensions. Source: Stanford HAI®!,

METRIC 2024 2025 CHANGE
Documented Al harms (Incident DB) 233 362 +55%
Foundation Model Transparency Index (avg) 58 40 -31%
Orgs without RAI policies 24% 1% -54%
Orgs with “excellent” Al incident response 28% 18% -36%
Orgs citing Al cyber risk “relevant” 66 % +9pp
Hallucination rate spread (26 top models) 22%-94% - GPT-40: 98.2%->64.4% - DeepSeek R1: >90%~>14.4% —
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Requlatory Status — April 2026

European Union AUG 2 DEADLINE

EU Al Act high-risk obligations under
Annex lll enforceable August 2, 2026.
Only 8 of 27 Member States have
appointed enforcement bodies. Digital
Omnibus deferral (to Dec 2027) failed
at April 28 trilogue.

> Upto 7% of global revenue in fines

> Each Member State must run an Al

sandbox

> Article 50 synthetic-content labeling

enforced

> Code of Practice on Al content due
June 2026

China APR 10 RULES

NDRC + MIIT + MPS + CAC + SAMR
jointly released the Interim Measures
for Anthropomorphic Al Interaction
Services on April 10, effective July 15,
2026. Geopolitechs!®!.

> Prohibits Al virtual companions for
minors

> Bans emotional manipulation,

algorithmic influence

> Mandatory human-takeover
frameworks

> Annual CAC review; algorithm filings

required

/N OPENAI’S PRINCIPLES REVISION (APRIL 26-27)

United FRAMEWORK
States ACTIVE

White House National Al Policy
Framework (Mar 20) shapes April
Congressional debate. GUARDRAILS

Act counter-proposal active.
> Federal preemption of state Al laws
push

> TRUMP AMERICA Al Act 291-page
draft

> 134 Al bills active across 31 states

(education)

> OpenAl joins Anthropic on restricted

cyber-model access (TAC program)

Corporate
VOLUNTARY

Frameworks

12 companies published Frontier Al
Safety Frameworks in 2025; most
remain voluntary. Anthropic Project

Glasswing!: $100M usage credits to
40+ defenders.

> Anthropic RSP v3.0 active (Feb 24)

> OpenAl April 26 principles drop "defer

to safety-conscious rivals”

> OpenAl GPT-5.5 Bio Bug Bounty: $25K
(Apr 23)

> NIST Al RMF Profile for Critical

Infrastructure (Apr 7)

Sam Altman published the first substantive revision of OpenAl's 2018 charter. Three changes: (1) AGlI mentions cut from 12 to 2; (2) the 2018 pledge to “stop competing and
start assisting” any safety-conscious project that approached AGI first was dropped entirely; (3) democratization framing introduced. The five 2026 principles are

Democratization, Empowerment, Universal Prosperity, Resilience, and Adaptability. Business Insider™.

Deepfake Epidemiology

Volume crossed a critical scale threshold in March 2026.

]

Jan 2026 OECD events
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Jan 2025 OECD events ([N

Jan 2020 incidents '

1in 10 Americans personally affected by Al voice-clone scams (April 2026 surveys). Voice cloning now requires as little as 3 seconds of clean audio. Al deepfakes caused >$1.5B in
financial losses in the first nine months of 2025. X (formerly Twitter) accounts for 51.2% of social media deepfake distribution. CSO Onlinel",

Existential Risk Discourse

A\ STUART RUSSELL AT INDIA Al SUMMIT

UC Berkeley's Stuart Russell described the Al arms race as governments allowing “private entities to essentially play Russian roulette with every human being on earth” —
calling it "a total dereliction of duty.” Russell: “Each of the CEOs of the main Al companies, | believe, wants to disarm... but they cannot do so unilaterally.” Fortune™!. Al 2027

self-assessment (April) updated AGI to 2029-2032; Roman Yampolskiy at 99.9% extinction probability vs. Oxford's ~5% from a 2,700-researcher survey.

Al Cybersecurity — Defense Catches Up to Offense

Frontier defensive Al now matches offensive Al: GPT-5.5 scored 71.4% on AISI expert cyber tasks; Mythos at 68.6% — statistically tied. Al agents placed in the top 5% of teams in
DARPA's Al Cyber Challenge, autonomously identifying 77% of software vulnerabilities. Nation-state actors (Iran, China, North Korea) now use Claude/GPT/MCP servers as "force

multipliers™ in one Anthropic-identified campaign, Al handled 80-90% of tactical operations in a complex espionage chain. CIO State of Al Security 20261,
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H SECTION 05

Geopolitical Landscape

US—-China escalation, national strategies, defense Al, sovereign infrastructure,

talent flows, and UN diplomacy.

US-China Scorecard — Stanford HAI 2026 Index Data

Released April 13, 2026. Source: Stanford HAI!™.

DIMENSION

Top-model performance gap (Apr 2026)
2025 private Al investment

2025 cumulative (2013-2025)

2025 newly funded Al companies

Data centers (count)

Nvidia share of China Al chip mkt
Sovereign Al proof point

Al researcher inflows (since 2017)

Trust in govt to regulate Al

Generative Al population adoption

A\ APRIL 23: WHITE HOUSE OSTP DISTILLATION MEMO

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

UNITED STATES
+2.7%

$285.98

$757.278

1,953

5,427 (10x nearest)

66% —> 8%

-89% (-80% last yr)

31% (lowest globally)

28.3% (#24 globally)

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

CHINA

Closing

$12.4B (1/23)

$131.83B

Domestic ~80%

DeepSeek V4 Pro on Huawei Ascend

Returnees rising
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White House OSTP Director Michael Kratsios issued a confidential memo accusing China and other foreign actors of conducting “deliberate, industrial-scale campaigns to

distill U.S. frontier Al systems.” Four action areas announced: enhanced information sharing with US Al companies, coordination frameworks, mitigation/remedy frameworks,

and accountability investigations. Nextgov!?. The memo triggered immediate calls from Americans for Responsible Innovation on April 27 to halt advanced chip exports

altogether.

Chip Policy Architecture

MATCH Act INTRODUCED

Multilateral Alignment of Technology
Controls on Hardware Act — most
significant proposed export-control
escalation since Oct 2022. Bipartisan
Risch/Ricketts/Kim/Schumer.

> Country-wide ban on chokepoint SME
(incl. ASML DUV)

> 150-day ultimatum to NL, Japan or face

FDPR extension

> CXMT, Hua Hong, Huawei, SMIC,

YMTC = covered facilities

> Bans servicing of installed ASML

systems in China

Chip Security Act CBO MAY 1

H.R. 3447 advanced from House
Foreign Affairs Mar 26. CBO published
cost analysis May 1, 2026. CBO H.R.
34478,

> Mandatory chip location-verification

> BIS enforcement authority over

diversion

> Aligns with Trump Al Action Plan

A DEEPSEEK V4 PRO ON HUAWEI ASCEND 950 PR

Super Micro Indictment $2.58

DOJ charged Supermicro co-founder
Wally Liaw and two others on Mar 20
over alleged $2.5B in Nvidia GPU
servers diverted to China via
Southeast Asian front. Internal probe
in April.
> Replica servers placed in warehouse to
deceive auditors

> Investor concern about Nvidia

relationship

> Supports MATCH/Chip Security
momentum

Nvidia China Collapse 66%-8%

Per Bernstein via Nikkei: Nvidia's
China share will fall from ~66% (2024)
to ~8% (2026). Domestic vendors —
Huawei, Cambricon, Moore Threads,

MetaX — project 80% domestic share.
> No H200s have reached China as of
Apr 21 (Lutnick)

> Alibaba/ByteDance had prepped 200K
H200 orders each

> Moore Threads Huashan competing
with H100/H200

DeepSeek V4 Pro (released April 24) is the first major Chinese frontier model built natively for Huawei's Ascend 950 PR chip and Atlas 950 SuperPoD. SMIC's N+3 process

delivers 5Snm-class performance. Counterpoint Research: “V4 might ultimately have a more significant impact than R1.” Per Brookings (April 16): China is now executing a

coherent "two loops” strategy — open-source for global reach + domestic chip ecosystem self-sufficiency. The CUDA software lock-in advantage is eroding. TrendForce!#l.
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National Al Strategies — April 2026

Canada SCIP $890M

April 15: Al Sovereign Compute
Infrastructure Program launched.
~$890M to Infrastructure Build Layer
over 7 fiscal years (FY26-27 onward).

Application deadline June 1.

DOE / SoftBank
Portsmouth

$33.3B

DOE + Commerce + SoftBank SB
Energy + AEP Ohio: 10 GW data center
+ 10 GW power generation on former

DOE land. 100% Japanese capital.

Defense & Military Al

UK Sovereign Al Unit £500M

£500M ($675M) Unit launched April
16, chaired by James Wise. 8 first
investments (Ineffable Intelligence,
Callosum, Cosine, Doubleword, Twig
Bio, Odyssey...). 6 startups got AIRR

supercomputing access.

Pax Silica Coalition 10 NATIONS

US-led: Japan, South Korea,

Singapore, Israel, UAE, UK, Australia,
Qatar, Taiwan, India. India signed Feb
21 at India Al Summit. Atlantic Council
April: needs minerals + human capital

+ standards pillars.

A PENTAGON EIGHT-FIRM CLASSIFIED-NETWORK PACT (MAY 1)

EU Omnibus

FAILED APR 28

Second political trilogue between
Parliament, Council, and Commission
ended without agreement on the
deferral of August 2 high-risk
obligations. Next trilogue: May 13.

South Korea $1.67B

2026 Al budget raised 5x to $1.67B
(KRW 2.4T) across 33 agencies.
National strategic tech R&D up 30% to
$5.77B. Leads world in Al patents per
capita per Stanford HAI.

Pentagon announced agreements with eight tech firms to deploy Al on Impact Level 6 (Secret) and IL 7 (highest classified) networks: AWS, Google, Microsoft, OpenAl,

SpaceX, NVIDIA, Reflection (initial seven), plus Oracle same day. All accepted “all lawful use.” Breaking Defense®!. The Anthropic dispute remains unresolved — a federal

judge issued a temporary injunction against the late-March Anthropic ban; the government has stated it intends to appeal.
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ITEM

Palantir Maven

Anthropic Federal Court Injunction

NATO Agentic Al Cog. Warfare Challenge

Joint Chiefs Doctrine

True Anomaly $650M

STATUS

PROGRAM OF RECORD

IN APPEAL

OPEN

APRIL 23

APR 28

Sovereign Al Infrastructure — Middle East

Three Gulf states are now investing hundreds of billions; Al investment is explicitly linked to US security relationships.

Stargate UAE $30B /5 GW

Groundbreaking Mar 20 at Masdar
City, Abu Dhabi. Inaugural “OpenAl for

Countries" project.

> G4260% / OpenAl 20% / Nvidia /
Oracle

> 10 sqg mi site; TM+ Blackwell Ultra chips

> Phase 1(200 MW): complete Q3 2026

> UAE access to OpenAl's most

advanced future models

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

Saudi HUMAIN $100B FUND

PIF's dedicated Al vehicle. $95B+
hyperscaler commitments. 2026
declared “The Year of Al"

> Microsoft $80B + Google $10B + AWS
$5.3B

> Hexagon Riyadh: 480 MW (largest gov
DC globally)

> $1.5B to Groq inference cluster

> $3B to xAl » SpaceX shares post-

merger

Qatar IMEC

DETAIL

April 20 letter from DepSec Feinberg. Implementation by
FY2026 end (Sep 30). Up to $10B 10-year Army enterprise
agreement (2025).

Late-March temp injunction against Hegseth's “supply chain
risk” designation. Anthropic kept two red lines: no mass
surveillance, no autonomous weapons.

Mar 2026 RFI. 10 proposals selected May 5; pitch day May
28 in Rennes, France. Goals: weaken adversary cohesion,
slow decisions, map influence networks.

Gen. Dan Caine at Vanderbilt: autonomous weapons will be
"a key and essential part of everything we do."

Series D at $22B; prime contractor for Trump's Golden Dome.

2030 PLAN

IMEC opens regional R&D center early
2026; target 100 employees by 2030.

Pax Silica founding member.
> Full-stack Al strategy: chips through
applications

> QIA pursuing Al infrastructure

partnerships

danielshanklin.com/stateofai
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Al Talent — US Brain Drain

The 80% single-year decline in researcher inflows is unprecedented in scale.

US — Losing Europe — Recruiting
-89% ~$1B
researcher inflows since 2017 (-80% in the last year alone). Ineffable Intelligence (UK, $1.1B) + Recursive
Confirmed departures from MIT, Colorado State, NASA, NIH, Superintelligence raising up to $1B. Ireland Indian Al
NSF. workforce: 21%->30% YoY.

A UN GLOBAL DIALOGUE ON Al GOVERNANCE — GENEVA, JULY 6-7

China — Stable

+205M

EngineAl Series B (humanoid). DeepSeek V4 momentum.
Returnees rising. Five-year plan prioritizes Al, quantum, 6G,
humanoids.

The first UN Global Dialogue (per GA Resolution A/RES/79/325) is scheduled for July 6-7 at Palexpo, Geneva, back-to-back with Al for Good (July 7-10). April was the prep
window: New York Member States consultation Apr 8; virtual stakeholder consultation Apr 23; ECA/ESCWA Regional Dialogue Addis Ababa Apr 27; written submissions

deadline Apr 30. The South Centre (developing-countries body) submitted inputs pushing back against the US bilateral-sovereignty framing. Structural tension between US

doctrine and Global South multilateralism position will crystallize fault lines, not resolve them. UN Global Dialogue official site!®.

Global Al Investment Distribution — 2025 (Stanford HAI)

United States ($285.9B)
UK

EU (excl. UK)

China

Saudi (HUMAIN fund)

Stargate UAE
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$285.9B

~$23B

~$17.6B

$12.4B

$100B (cumulative)

$308
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W SECTION 06

Robotics & Physical Al

Humanoid manufacturing scale, embodied Al, autonomous vehicles, industrial

automation, surgical robotics, NVIDIA physical Al.

1/hr

Figure BotQ humanoid throughput
— 24x in 120 days

350+ Figure 03s delivered -
99.3% battery-1line yield

10K

1X NEO Factory year-1 capacity

(Hayward, CA)

Apr 30 launch -
Access / $499/mo

Humanoids — Manufacturing Scale Wins

$20K Early

April was the month manufacturing scale unlocked Al capability in humanoids.

COMPANY

Figure Al

1X Technologies

Unitree

Galbot

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

ROBOT

Figure 03 + Helix SO

NEO

G1, H1

G1 (Tsinghua)

70

Robotics deals announced in April
2026

Glydways $176M -
Robotics $160M

Reliable

APRIL 2026 MILESTONE

Apr 29 BotQ ramp!™: 1 robot/day - 1/hour.
Helix SO perception-conditioned control
transfers zero-shot to real-world stairs.

Apr 30: NEO Factory'® opens Hayward, CA
— America'’s first vertically integrated
humanoid factory. 10K capacity year-1; 100K
by 2027.

STAR Market IPO application accepted. Apr
15: AliExpress global retail™!. 2026 target:
10K-20K (4x vs. 2025).

Total $663M raised in 4 months across two

rounds (Dec 2025 + Mar 2026 — CNY 2.5B).

30+ cities operating Galbot Store.

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

Apr 29

China-wide AV permit freeze after
Baidu Wuhan failure

100+ Apollo Go vehicles stopped
Apr 1

FUNDING / STATUS

$1.8B+ total - Series C $1B+ Sep 2025
(Brookfield, Nvidia)

Consumer shipments 2026; $20K / $499
monthly

$16K base - profitable, shipped 5,500 in
2025

$3B+ post-money - Largest humanoid run in
China
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COMPANY

Apptronik

Boston Dynamics

Tesla

Agility

Embodied Al — VLA Models & ICLR 2026 Highlights

ROBOT

Apollo

Atlas (Electric)

Optimus 3

Digit

APRIL 2026 MILESTONE

$520M Series A extension at $5B in
February. Manufacturing partner Jabil.
Partners include B Capital, Google, Qatar
Investment Authority.

2026 deployments fully committed: Hyundai
RMAC + Google DeepMind. DeepMind
foundation models being integrated for
cognition. Hyundai Mobis supplying
actuators.

Production begins summer 2026 (Musk @
Abundance Summit). Targets 1M units/yr
Fremont; 10M Giga Texas at scale. Initial
2026 output: hundreds.

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada
commercial RaaS (Feb 19). RAV4 plant
Cambridge, ON — Toyota's largest outside
Japan.

Vision-Language-Action models are the central paradigm. Source: Roboflow Apr 14 overview!, ICLR 2026 VLA blog[5].

A X SQUARE ROBOT WALL-B (APR 22): WORLD UNIFIED MODEL

FUNDING / STATUS

$938M total raised across 4 rounds

3,000-vehicle fleet broader portfolio

< $20K target; not for third-party sale

$178M+ total; Schaeffler strategic minority

China’s X Square Robot — backed by Alibaba, ByteDance, Xiaomi, Meituan — unveiled Wall-B, a new embodied Al model using a World Unified Model (WUM) architecture.

Vision, language, action, and physical prediction in a single system; physics-aware predictive mechanism enables robots to anticipate force, friction, and collision dynamics

before contact. First consumer home deployments announced as starting within 35 days. PR Newswire!®!.
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https://blog.roboflow.com/vision-language-action-models/
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Skild Al Jan 14

Foundation models for robotics

$1.4B Series C at $14B valuation (under 2 years). SoftBank
lead with Nvidia, Macquarie. Models retrofittable to different
robots; learn by watching humans.

Cosmos Policy ICLR 2026

NVIDIA

Fine-tunes Cosmos Video Foundation for visuomotor
control. Future-action chunks injected into latent tokens;
competitive with Pi0.5.

Industrial Automation — Amazon Pivot

Amazon Blue Jay CANCELLED

Agility x Toyota Canada Rraas

XR-1(ICLR 2026) ICLR

Unified Vision-Motion Codes

Discrete latent representation jointly encoding visual
dynamics and robotic motion via dual-branch VQ-VAE.
Tested vs. GROOT-N1.5 and PiO; co-pretraining from human
and robot demos.

GXO x KION

UniVLA Jan 2026

8.5B unified VLA

Autoregressive vision/language/action via FAST/DCT

discrete tokens. Strong on CALVIN, LIBERO, SimplerEnv-

Bridge.

EVREUX, FR

Cancelled January 2026, less than 6
months after October 2025 reveal.
Ceiling-mount required tight LVM
warehouse integration; rigidity left no
reconfiguration room.

> Pivot: Orbital (modular for smaller DCs)
> Flex Cell (floor-based replacement)

> Vulcan, Sparrow, Proteus continue

> Amazon passed 1M robots in 2025

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026

February 19: full commercial RaaS at
TMMC Cambridge, Ontario — Toyota's
largest plant outside Japan. Digit
handles repetitive RAV4 production
tasks.

March: GXO introduces first Al-driven
autonomous industrial vehicle with
KION at Evreux, France facility.

Beyond humanoid into AV territory.

danielshanklin.com/stateofai
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Autonomous Vehicles — Waymo Widens Lead, China Setback

A\ APRIL 1 BAIDU WUHAN FAILURE — APRIL 29 CHINA-WIDE PERMIT FREEZE

On Mar 31/ Apr 1, Baidu’s Apollo Go suffered a major system failure in Wuhan: at least 100 vehicles suddenly stopped on roads — including elevated roads — trapping

passengers and disrupting traffic. By April 29, China suspended issuing new autonomous driving permits, a significant regulatory setback for Chinese AV players.

Bloomberg!”l.
COMPANY APRIL 2026 STATUS
Waymo LONDON PILOT LIVE
Tesla Robotaxi 3 TEXAS CITIES COMMERCIAL
Wayve $60M EXT.
Baidu Apollo Go FROZEN
XPeng ROBOTAXI UNIT ESTABLISHED
Pony.ai x Toyota MASS PROD.

Surgical & Medical Robotics

Three FDA events in early 2026 break Intuitive's effective monopoly. Source: MedTech Dive!8!.

The State of Al - Vol. 3 - May 2026 danielshanklin.com/stateofai

DETAIL

April: London pilot launched (first international); full launch
Sep 2026; Moove fleet partner. New US: Denver, Detroit, Las
Vegas, San Diego, DC. Fleet: 3,000+ vehicles.

April 28: paid driverless rides to general public — Austin (14),
Dallas (2), Houston (2). Q1 earnings Apr 22: Cybercab
production begun; unsupervised consumer FSD “probably
Q4 2026."

April: $60M extension to $1.2B Series D from AMD, Arm,
Qualcomm. Wayve+Uber+Nissan MoU for Tokyo robotaxis
on Nissan LEAF by late 2026.

Wuhan failure triggered China-wide April 29 permit freeze.
Pre-incident: 26 cities; partnerships with Uber, Lyft, Dubai,
Germany, UK.

March 23: formally established Robotaxi Business Unit.
Targets L4 demo H2 2026; fully driverless early 2027.

Initial run ~1,000 robotaxis on Toyota bZ4X; up to 3,000 in
2026 across Beijing, Guangzhou, Shenzhen.
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Intuitive RAISED

Surgical OUTLOOK

April 21: raised 2026 da Vinci
procedure growth outlook to 13.5%—
15.5% (from 13%-15%). 60-80%
global market share; ~3M procedures
in 2025. Limited US cardiac surgery
rollout 2026.

Medtronic Stealth ;.
AXiS CLEARS

Spine (Feb 2026); ENT (Mar 16);
Cranial (Mar 26). Combined surgical
planning + navigation + robotics.
Targets $15B cranial/spinal tech
market. Hugo RAS got urology FDA in
Dec 2025.

April 2026 Robotics Funding — Top Deals

J&J Ottava

DE NOVO PEND.

Jan 7 submission for general surgery
(gastric bypass/sleeve, small bowel
resection, hiatal hernia). Second IDE
approved for inguinal hernia trials.

FDA decision pending.

70 deals tracked across mobility, construction, defense, logistics, and drones. Source: F-Prime Robotics Roundup #28°!,

# COMPANY AMOUNT
1 EngineAl ~$205M
2 Glydways $170M
3 Reliable Robotics $160M
4 Booster Robotics ~$147M
5 PuduTech ~$146M
6 Sereact $110M
7 Skydio $110M
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ROUND

Series B

Series C

Series D

Series B

Series F

danielshanklin.com/stateofai

Revolve Surgical 50
(YC) CLEARED

March 2026: zero-footprint table-
mounted surgical robot for
laparoscopic surgery. Reusable arm
under direct surgeon control. Vision:
“physical Al in operating rooms at

scale.”

LEAD / FOCUS

Humanoid robots (China)

Suzuki, ACS, Khosla; pod-based
transit (Atlanta, NY, UAE)

Nimble Partners; autonomous
commercial/military aircraft

Open-source humanoids (China)

Service robots (hospitality /
healthcare)

Headline; warehouse perception &
manipulation software

Autonomous drones; $3.5B US
manufacturing investment planned
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# COMPANY AMOUNT ROUND LEAD / FOCUS

8 Scout Al $100M Series A Align Ventures; foundation model
for unmanned military systems

9 Firestorm Labs $82M Series B Mobile forward-deployed defense
manufacturing & drones

10 Wayve $60M Series D ext. AMD, Arm, Qualcomm; Al
autonomous driving

NVIDIA Physical Al — Stack Now Production-Ready

Newton 1.0, Isaac Sim 6.0, Isaac Lab 3.0, and Omniverse NuRec all reached general availability. Source: National Robotics Week blog!"®, GTC 2026 press!™.

A NVIDIA PHYSICAL Al STACK — APRIL STATE

Isaac GROOT N1.7 with commercial licensing — AGIBOT, Humanoid, LG Electronics, NEURA Robotics, Noble Machines deploying. Newton 1.0 physics engine GA (with Disney
Research). Isaac Lab 3.0 with multiphysics simulation. Cosmos 3 world foundation models. Cosmos Transfer: 780,000 synthetic manipulation trajectories (= 6,500 hours of
human demos) in 11 hours of compute. NVIDIA Physical Al Dataset surpassed 10M downloads on Hugging Face. Hugging Face partnership integrates Isaac and GROOT into
LeRobot — bridging NVIDIA's 2M robotics developers with HF's 13M Al builders.

Sim-to-real maturation: Figure's SO zero-shot stair traversal with no real-world fine-tuning, plus Cosmos generating 9 months of human-equivalent training data in 11 hours, signal
the simulation bottleneck is being solved. Bessemer Ventures published “Bessemer Predicts: Robotics and Physical Al" on April 16, signaling institutional VC conviction the sector is

entering its commercialization phase.
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